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Two opposed trends are at play in 
the world today. 

 The dominant trend = the pursuit of a 
neoliberal, imperialist offensive. 

 A counter trend (started at the end of the 
1990s), still limited to a region, has its 
epicenter in Latin America



The counter trend (1)

 Election of presidents seeking to break with 
neoliberalism or at least tame it (beginning 
with Hugo Chavez’s election end of 1998); 

 Argentina’s decision to stop paying its 
external public debt to private creditors 
(December 2001 to March 2005)

 New democratic constitutions voted by 
Constituent Assemblies in Venezuela, Bolivia 
and Ecuador; 

 Improved civil and political liberties and 
economic, social and cultural rights; 



The counter trend (2)

 Beginning of a return to state control of big 
companies (PDVSA), natural resources (water, oil 
and natural gas in Bolivia) and essential services 
(production/distribution of electricity, and 
telecommunications in Venezuela); 

 Cuba less isolated; 
 ALCA defeated (the free trade agreement that 

Washington attempted to impose on the 
Americas); 

 Emergence of ALBA (the Bolivarian Alternative of 
the Americas) and the development of trade and 
barter agreements between Venezuela, Cuba, 
Bolivia and Nicaragua 



The counter trend (3)

 Creation of Petrocaribe to enable non oil-
exporting countries of the Caribbean to buy 
Venezuelan oil at 40% below world market 
prices; 

 Bolivia’s withdrawal from the ICSID (the World 
Bank’s International Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes); expulsion from 
Ecuador of the World Bank permanent 
representative; 

 Announcement that Ecuador will close the US 
base in Manta in 2009; 

 Launching of the Bank of the South 



Popular mobilization

 This counter trend would not be possible 
without a powerful popular mobilisation 
against the neoliberal offensive, going on 
since the beginning of the 1980s in Latin 
America



Millennium Development Goals

 We are on the threshold of 2015, the 
deadline for meeting the timid 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 
set by the United Nations in 2000 

 With only very few years to go, the 
picture ahead is very troubling



Signs of injustice surround us 
every day

 Goods, services and capital flow freely across 
the globe, but people from impoverished 
countries are blocked from going to wealthy 
countries

 Concentration of wealth among a tiny minority 
of world population has reached a level never 
seen before in the history of humankind 
(a few thousand American, European, Chinese, Indian and 
African tycoons own a fortune greater that the annual revenue of 
half of the world population)



   Are there forces capable of defeating 
the neoliberal onslaught globally – 
not only in Latin America -- and have 
they started fighting back?

   The answer is Yes



Some milestones

1989
1994
1999



 1989 marks the beginning of mass, 
sustained resistance in Latin America to 
neoliberal policies

 1994 is a turning point with new forms of 
resistance, new alliances and the crisis 
besetting the neoliberal model

 1999 shows to the world that it is possible 
to succeed against the WTO, the global 
organisation that symbolises the 
commodification of all human relations



Actors of the Resistance

 Workers movements
 Farmers movements
 Indigenous movements 
 Women’s movements
 Youth movements
 (Also: Uprisings in French suburbs)  



The World Social Forum

The WSF is one element in the 
formation of a vast, evolving 
international resistance 
movement

Born in 2001 it has developed 
very rapidly



 Expansion of the WSF

 From Latin America and Latin Europe to 
Asia, North-Central and Eastern Europe, 
Africa and North America   

 Creation of the International Council of 
the WSF (June 2001) to organize the 
expansion



WSF members :

 NGO’s
 Think tanks
 Via Campesina
 Trade unions
 International campaigns on Debt, Trade, 

Environment, Human rights…
 Feminist movements 
 Indigenous movements 



Ability of convening mass protest

 February 2003, the global antiwar 
demonstration

 26 January 2008: Global Day of Action



The WSF’s obvious limitations 

 Refusal of the WSF as such to organise 
the resistance and counter-offensive 

 Danger of a growing tendency to 
organise merely a succession of events

 Danger of ‘commodification’ of the WSF 
 Strong influence of NGOs and big Trade 

Union leaderships in favour of 
‘humanising the globalisation’



WSF: Some necessary debates

 Reforming globalisation and the capitalist 
system vs. a revolutionary perspective (to 
abolish the capitalist system and replace it by 
a democratic socialist system)

 Should the movement limit itself to denouncing 
capitalist domination or should it also 
denounce patriarchy?

 Social protest or lobbying
 Relation between government and social 

movements
 



Venezuela, Bolivia and Ecuador, 
protagonists of change

 In these three countries, social 
movements and the radical left found 
allies within the government



Kerala, West Bengal: CPI and CPI 
(M) in the government

An equivalent of Latin American 
experiences or business as 
usual?



Moving towards ‘21st century 
socialism’ (Chavez)

 Capitalism will not fall on its own
 Taking into account new contributions 

from many fronts as well as new 
demands, and injecting all this into 21st 
century reality



Socialism in the 21st century

 Free association of producers, 
 Gender equality
 An international project, a federation of countries and 

regions in the framework of large continental entities 
 Respect for major texts, international pacts such as 

the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
1966 Pact of Social, Economic and Cultural Rights, a 
series of instruments to define rights in an international 
and universal way written and adopted during earlier 
revolutions


