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Briefing Paper and Proposals 
 
 
A brief history 
 
There have been international linkages among debt campaigners since the 1980s. Solidarity actions, 
joint campaigns, cooperative research, coordinated advocacy and more have been carried out. As 
with any international work there have been difficulties of communication and understanding, and 
there is a constant need to review and improve working practices to ensure a good South-North 
balance and to deal with different political and cultural approaches.  
 
The South-North strategy meeting in Cuba in September 2005 provided common objectives and a 
joint framework for campaign actions but did not itself propose specific means to collaborate 
better. At the World Social Forum in Nairobi in January 2007 further discussions were held, 
resulting in new mechanisms such as an International Facilitation Team and an Illegitimate Debt 
Campaign Bulletin. These two mechanisms were described when they were announced as follows:  

 
“The new bulletin digests recent and planned actions in a short format. It complements 
existing lists and newsletters by containing extremely short and action-oriented articles, 
with links or e-m addresses for follow-up. It has information on activities across the world, 
written by people involved in different networks. Coming out every 2 months it helps busy 
people within the campaign - and people in overlapping campaigns - who want to keep track 
of and join in with our work. At present many people are either overloaded with information 
on their e-mail lists or are not on the lists at all. The bulletin is in English, French and 
Spanish.  
  
The bulletin is the responsibility of the International Facilitation Team on illegitimate debt 
that was established in Nairobi. This comprises Jubilee South, CADTM, Jubilee USA and 
Eurodad. This team is helping ensure implementation of the objectives and actions from the 
September 2005 Global Debt Assembly in Havana”.   

 
Communication practices and techniques 
 
There are plenty of electronic communications mechanisms (see annex) but the purpose of each is 
not clear enough and some people are probably still missing important information or receiving the 
same information multiple times.  Some listserves can probably be deleted and others can be 
improved so that people know how they should use each one.  
 
The new campaign bulletin was meant to help with this but it is not clear how widely it is read by 
debt campaigners or how much it is circulated to other allies/its articles are reprinted elsewhere. 
The bulletin is relatively easy to produce, but still takes up valuable time. A short survey should be 
conducted in Quito to get feedback from diverse campaign members on:  

a) whether they contribute to the bulletin,  
b) whether they read it, and  
c) (if so) how they use the information they receive.  

 
There are several websites set up by the international campaign (see annex). None of them have 
really taken off as a site which all campaign members feel a part of, use, feed and promote. They 
are not nearly as successful as similar campaign sites in other issue areas. Ideas are needed on how 
to take them forward, and some have already been generated at specific meetings. 
 



For the sites and for other work it may be good to have more specific graphics, logos, slogans and 
other materials that different groups can use.  
 
Skype is an excellent budget saving device for international conference calls. It does not work very 
well for some participants, especially in countries/situations with bad internet connections. Some 
training might be worthwhile on optimising Skype (or other service) use. (This could cover, for 
example, if is OK to use wireless internet, whether you should use highspeedconferencing.com and 
similar services, how best to summarise conversations using ‘chat’, how to mute your mike, etc).   
 
Coordination and decision-making 
 
Beyond sheer communication comes coordination and decision-making. This is not just a question 
of techniques and mechanisms but also one of mentality. Northerners (and some Southerners) often 
lack patience and try to move international proposals, statements etc forward too fast, making it 
hard for some Southerners to feed in adequately, consult their constituencies (who don’t spend as 
much time on e-mail), etc. Northerners need to bear this in mind.  
 
The International Facilitation Team on Illegitimate Debt has generally been welcomed as a device 
to move proposals and decisions forward between meetings. But it was introduced at a small 
meeting (i.e. without the possibility for others to come forward) and may well need to be 
rethought slightly to improve its legitimacy and effectiveness. The current aims of the Team are to 
maintain an overview of the campaign, produce core documents (campaign brochure, bulletin, 
website), bring in new members where possible, and reach out to other constituencies who may be 
interested. It also exists as a platform to discuss any difficult issues within the campaign, such as 
misunderstandings between members. The mandate of the IFT should be confirmed or amended in 
Quito.  
 
The groups currently on the IFT are Eurodad, Jubilee South, CADTM and Jubilee USA. This 
composition should either be endorsed or changed at the Quito meeting. The intention is to keep 
the IFT small so that it can meet easily by teleconference.  
 



Annex 1  
 

International debt campaign listserves, newsletters and websites 
 
International debt campaign listserves and newsletters1

Listserve/bulletin Purpose/Frequency Publisher/contact 
Jubilee South Illegitimate debt announcements (open 

list)  
 

CADTM  Multiple lists issuing newsletters, alerts, 
articles 

 

Illegitimate debt Campaign 
News 

Open announcements list International Facilitation 
Team 

Development finance watch Newsletter on debt, aid and related 
issues. Mainly European focus. 

Eurodad/ 
pwood@eurodad.org 

Illegitimate Debt Campaign 
Bulletin 

Edited bi-monthly bulletin summarising 
news and actions 

www.illegitimatedebt.org

Debt-deuda-coord General announcements list (little used) Blue 21/debt-deuda-coord-
owner@listi.jpberlin.de

JADES Ecological debt announcements (open 
list) 

 

Jubilee USA Quarterly edited newsletter. Mainly US 
focussed 

www.jubileeusa.org  

 
 
International debt campaign websites2
Site Purpose Comments 
www.illegitimatedebt.org Joint campaign 

website 
Not clear enough how to subscribe to the 
bulletin, some sections (news) not working 
fully.  

www.oid-ido.org  Portal website in 3 
languages showcasing 
independent analysis 
on debt.  

Works well technically, but buy in from some 
members is weak. Alternative indicators not 
updated since 2004. Unclear membership and 
participation. Issues agreed at meeting last 
October not implemented.  

www.debtdeclaration.org Site for 
parliamentarians 
declaration sign-up 

Basic site but e-signatures now possible and a 
visible count of current signatories.  

 
There is no common look or logo for these sites.  

                                                  
1 Incomplete list. It does not include national lists or lists set up for specific meetings (WSF, FfD summit) or events. Nor 
other international lists which overlap but are not primarily on debt (IFI-out, etc).    
2 Joint websites only.  
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