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Saturday February 10, 2007.
OLYMPIC VILLAGE, KIBERA SLUMS, NAIROBI

Meeting organized by KENGO and Olympic-area based grassroots organization in Kibera, 
Nairobi on Saturday February 10, 2007.

KENGO secretariat was represented by Ms. WanguiMbatia and Mr. Hassan Indusa. Grassroots 
organizations in the area were represented by Lawrence Abajan of the Center for Viable 
Development, Research, Innovations and Interventions (CVDRII)1 and Kepha Jalang’o of the 
Kibera Community Youth Program (KCYP)2

Olympic village in Kibera area, Langata constituency is part of the Kibera slums, reputedly 
Africa’s largest slum. Thus, it faces a myriad of challenges. Issues raised and discussed at this 
meeting were:

(I) Water and Sanitation. Lack of infrastructure for use and access by residents to water, 
sanitary facilities are inadequate and substandard. For example, there are no modern 
water supply lines, very few toilets, burst sewers and general lack of clean 
environment

(II) Children and young people have limited access to educational opportunities due to 
lack of educational infrastructure. Secondary school opportunities are very limited 
and expensive barring the greater majority of Kibera residents from attendance. 
Primary schools, though offering Free Primary Education FPE3, are very crowded 
and many children in the area attend ‘informal’ schools that are not supported 
through the FPE.

(III) Kibera has no accessible means for getting information on various pertinent matters 
that affect them. 

(IV) There are no local means or mechanisms through which the residents can be 
mobilized to discuss and suggest solutions to problems affecting them.

1 CVDRII is a community-based organization in whose operations are in the Kibera slums. Registered two years 
ago, the organization runs various projects in the slums including providing care for orphans and widows, 
supporting micro-economic enterprises including sewing and embroidery, youth programs including after-school 
tuition, library services, sports. In addition, the organization has a feeding program supported by the community, a 
football team. CVDRII operates a resource center from which civic education is conducted. Targeted areas 
include HIV/AIDS, and cultural programs. Funding for its activities is a challenge; the group depends on 
contributions from well-wishers, churches and the community. The organization is staffed by volunteers who do 
not receive any remuneration whatsoever. While there are no recurring subscription fees, members wishing to join 
the group are required to pay a nominal fee that goes to support the activities of the organization.

2 Kibera Community Youth Program was registered five years ago as a CBO in Kibera. Run solely by youth from 
Kibera. KCYP has various projects falling within the four thematic areas of the group’s operations; youth 
development and empowerment, reproductive health, environment, sports, and theatre. Since 2003 the group has 
run a secondary school outreach program with monthly visits to schools in which participatory education in 
theatre (PET) is used to provide education in reproductive health. Similar outreach programs are run through local 
churches. A traveling theatre that performs literature set books for secondary schools generates income while 
efforts to put up a music recording studio to support local talent are at an advanced stage. Under sports the group 
supports two football teams for children, one for those under ten years and one for the under 16 years. A separate 
team for youth aged 16-24 years forms the third team. In addition to the four thematic programs, the group also 
supports special programmes through which the group deals with issues arising in the community but not directly 
covered by the four thematic areas e.g. welfare of the community, research, campaigns like the polio campaigns, 
TB awareness, etc. The group’s Pambazuka Girl Project aims at empowering girls with various skills and besides 
reproductive health education, successfully runs a bead-making enterprise that generates income for the girls.
3 Free Primary Education was introduced in all government run-schools in Kenya in 2003. 
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(V) Kibera residents are not receptive to the popular practice of using the slum as a 
showcase of the impact and prevalence of poverty to visiting and or local dignitaries

(VI) The community, as any other community, owns abundant human resource and talent 
that has not been exploited for their benefit. Such talent includes sports and music 
talent.

Participants, who had elected Mr. Kefa Jalang’o resolved to be more pro-active and therefore 
resolved:

1. To mobilize 13 target villages from which two representatives would be elected 
to become ‘moderators’ of the Kibera Youth Congress, an erstwhile active 
platform for discussion that had fizzled, and which is to be revived. Through the 
KYC the following would be done

(a) Establish and develop locally controlled and operated media channels. 
Print media through a magazine tentatively named “KIBERA 
SPEAKS”. The KCYP also reported that they were engaged in a 
process of acquiring frequencies for a community radio.

(b) Organize concerts to sensitize residents on issues of social, economic 
and political development that are specific to their conditions.

2. To put an end to what has become known “slum tourism” that is of no benefit to 
residents. It was agreed that further discussion on the issue be held to include 
more groups in consultations to find ways of ensuring that the community is not 
unduly exploited in similar enterprises.

Issues that were not conclusively addressed at the meeting were, it was agreed, to be addressed 
in another meeting to be convened by KENGO.

Tuesday February 13, 2007
THE NAIROBI SAFARI CLUB, NAIROBI.

The Constitution Review Process
A meeting convened by the Center for Multi-Party Democracy, a local non-governmental 
organization to launch a committee dubbed “the Joint Dialogue Committee (JDC)”4 slated to 
participate in deliberations on minimum/essential reforms to the Constitution of Kenya excluded 
many civil society organizations including members of KENGO and Bunge la 
Mwananchi(BLM)5. Representatives of excluded organizations in attendance at the meeting 
sought explanations as to how the representation in the committee was selected. 

Organizers of the meeting were unable to explain the lack of representation from certain sectors 
and the perceived exclusions. A negotiated settlement was arrived at, in which interested 
organizations were invited to attend a meeting that would develop modalities for engaging every 
stakeholder in the constitution review process. 

4 The Joint Dialogue Committee, comprising of 24 members, has members drawn only from the government 
sponsored Multi-Sectoral Review Forum and the Muungano of Katiba Mpya lobby group whose membership 
comprises of opposition politicians and a few civil society organizations.
5 Bunge la Mwananchi or People’s Parliament is an amorphous, unregistered movement that runs several 
platforms for discussion countrywide. The platforms are fashioned after the National Assembly but are run by 
ordinary members of the public who discuss key issues affecting them. The individual platforms countrywide 
operate autonomously, with the oldest and largest gathering happening daily at the Jeevanjee Gardens Park in 
downtown Nairobi.
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Both KENGO and BLM advocate for reforms that are quite different from the essential reforms 
sought by the JDC. The JDC is pursuing minimum reforms that will only benefit the elite 
political class and offer no benefit to ordinary citizens. In addition, included in the reforms 
sought by the JDC are poison-pill reforms that seek to raise the parliamentary salary bill by an 
astounding Kshs 863 million per term, to which there is rigorous opposition amongst the public.

It was agreed that the venue and date of the meeting be communicated to interested groups.

Wednesday February 14, 2007
OLYMPIC VILLAGE, KIBERA SLUMS, NAIROBI

As resolved in the earlier meeting, a follow-up meeting to explore possibilities of organizing a 
concert was held at Olympic village in Kibera. Robert Kheyi of KCYP reported that it was 
possible to host a concert provided that funds were available. 

It was agreed that a concert targeting 5,000 people be organized. It was decided that the venue be 
the Kibera Laini Saba grounds. It was further reported that 30 grassroots organizations operating 
in Kibera had agreed to participate in the concert while nearly 100 upcoming area artists had 
expressed interest in participating in the concert. 

A conservative budget of Kshs. 190,000 (USD 2500) generated, and KENGO was mandated to 
mobilize and raise the funds. Towards the effort, a demonstration CD developed by local artists 
was given to KENGO. Mr. Robert Kheyi agreed to coordinate the planning activities.

February 15, 2007

KENGO received from grassroots organizations in Naivasha, reports that Kenyans working in 
flower farms in Naivasha were being subjected to harsh, deplorable working conditions. Flowers 
and horticulture exports are a leading source of foreign exchange in Kenya, with Kenya reputed 
to supply 31% of the flowers sold in Europe.

Discussions among members, though lively, were hindered by lack of precise information about 
the conditions of workers. It was agreed, therefore, that extensive research on the issue be 
conducted, and interviews be made to get first-hand information. KENGO undertook to liaise 
with resident members in Naivasha for assistance. Meanwhile, a member present from Naivasha 
confirmed that amongst the problems facing workers in the flower farms included

1. Sexual Harassment
2. Low wages
3. Lack of protective clothing
4. Lack of annual leave, paid sick and maternity leave
5. Lack of job security- no permanent job contract, no pensions and or benefits

The conditions at flower farms generated more interest with local and international contacts 
while the government does very little to alleviate the problems. The member from Naivasha 
agreed to provide research that had already been done for dissemination to KENGO members 
and international contacts. 

KENGO was mandated to work with local groups to coordinate advocacy activities, with Mr. 
Maina Kironji, who has conducted extensive research being proposed to lead the initiatives. Ms. 
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Wangui Mbatia of KENGO was mandated with the task of liaising with the labour unions to see 
what, if anything, could be done to assist the workers.

A protest to highlight the deplorable conditions flower farm workers have to endure is planned 
for Labour Day, May 1, 2007 in Naivasha. 

February 23, 2007
AREA 42, KIBERA SLUMS

A meeting between KENGO and grassroots organizations in Kibera Area 42 was held with 
grassroots organizations represented by Allan of Shades Classic6 and
Fredrick Omondi of 42 Sky Self-Help Group7. 

Issues raised in the meeting were:
1. Kibera slum tourism- the exploitative nature of slum tours was decried.
2. Inhabitable dwelling places- lack of planning, and social amenities were highlighted
3. Housing cost and quality- exploitative and absentee landlords were discussed
4. Water and sanitation- lack of running water and toilets emerged as an issue that requires 

urgent solution
5. NGOs and Donors- lack of transparency and accountability to the community, especially 

of NGOs operating and sourcing funds for projects in Kibera, was discussed. Although 
there is a high per capita presence of well-funded NGOs in Kibera, there are no 
commensurate tangible developments on the ground.

6. Human rights abuse and general injustice- harassment by police and authorities for non-
payment of rent were of particular concern.

To address the issues highlighted, the organizations resolved to focus on self-supported 
initiatives. As a result, the following resolutions were adopted:

I. Slum tours sanctions- Residents would be mobilized to actively resist the idea of 
slum tours and or restrict tours to designated areas and charge a fee that would be 
used for community development. It was agreed that broad consultations with other 
groups in the area be initiated as a matter of urgency to ensure total support of the 
sanctions within the community.

II. NGO Audit- Developing systems through which NGOs operating in and sourcing 
funds for Kibera would be monitored and evaluated.

III. Kibera People’s Tribunal- creating an initiative to enable the residents participate in 
settlement of conflicts amongst themselves

IV. Kibera community should spearhead efforts to upgrade and modernize the slum

Mention was made of the activities by the groups in the Olympic area of Kibera. Mr. Fredrick 
Omondi was tasked with the duty of coordinating area 42 groups and linkages with the Olympic 
groups. KENGO secretariat, represented by Wangui Mbatia and Hassan Indusa undertook to 
convene a larger meeting with Kibera groups to facilitate networking among the groups.

6 Kibera Shades Classic is a theatre group in Kibera. Although the group specializes in PET, it also has school 
outreach programs through which members perform set-book plays to generate income.
7 42 Sky Self-Help Group is a registered as a self-help group. Drawing its membership from Area 42 of Kibera 
slums, the group is active in the defense of residents’ rights, especially in the defense of tenant’s rights. The group 
conducts civic education among residents and provides an necessary check and balance on regular and 
administration police who are known to arrest residents for rent arrears, a practice that is unlawful.
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March 20, 2007
GITHURAI, KASARANI DIVISION, NAIROBI

In a meeting between KENGO and owners and operators of public service vehicles (matatus) in 
the Githurai 45 area, various issues cropped up. KENGO had been invited to assist in charting a 
way forward by the matatu owners who felt that they were being unjustly harassed by both 
traffic police and regular police, especially the Rhino Squad of the police who were demanding 
bribes of between Kshs. 2,000 and 5,000 (USD 30-70) to release workers who were being 
arrested arbitrarily.

Matatu operators were represented by Mr. Leonard Kimani while Kengo was represented by 
Wangui Mbatia and Hassan Indusa. It was resolved that:

1. Means be found to end the culture of bribery as it was fueling injustice. It was agreed, 
therefore, that KENGO assist the owners by linking them with an NGO that would 
provide affected workers with legal assistance. CAREP, an NGO working within 
KENGO was contacted and a meeting between CAREP representatives and the Matatu 
owners scheduled.

2. That effort be made to register the group in order to assist the owners to unite and 
support each other. KENGO was requested to assist with the registration process where 
possible.

3. KENGO was also requested to speak with the police and discuss the harassment of the 
matatu owners and operators. Ms. Wangui Mbatia and Hassan Indusa were asked to 
present a petition from the members to the police. 

Mr. Leonard Kimani was elected coordinator of the group and selected as the link between the 
operators and KENGO.

March 21, 2007
CENTRAL POLICE STATION

MEETING WITH THE POLICE
KENGO representatives had a meeting with the OCPD Central police division along with the 
Deputy OCPD. The meeting was scheduled to address two issues. Firstly, it was to get the 
requisite permit to hold, on the same day, a demonstration/procession in Nairobi to protest 
increasing cases of police harassment and arbitrary arrests of innocent Kenyans by regular police 
and city council guards. Secondly, the meeting was intended to address the issues raised by 
KENGO members in Mathare slums who were being harassed by the Rhino Squad and the 
Matatu owners/operators who were being harassed by both the Rhino Squad and the Traffic 
police.

In a further meeting with the deputy OCPD, Mr. Isaiah Odhiambo, KENGO presented the 
complaints it had received and the police sought to explain. It was agreed that there was need to 
discuss the matter further and the police agreed to work jointly with KENGO to uncover the 
problems. The deputy OCPD promised to arrange a joint patrol with KENGO representatives to 
facilitate understanding.

The Demonstration
With regard to the planned protest, the police refused to issue the permit and declared the 
demonstration illegal. In defiance, KENGO and BLM members resolved to hold the 
demonstration, noting that the right to assemble, petition authorities, movement and expression 
were all guaranteed by the Constitution of Kenya and were, therefore, not subject to police 
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control. The demonstration was held and statements delivered to the Attorney General and to the 
Town Clerk, Nairobi under whose docket city council guards operate.

KENGO organized the demonstration in association with BLM whose members had been 
illegally confined by the City Council guards during a normal discussion session. Other 
examples of arbitrary arrests included the arrest of 67 elderly Mbo-I-Kamiti farmers who were 
arrested and charged with unlawful assembly and remanded in prison for marching to the 
government anti-corruption agency to report rampant corruption and mismanagement of funds 
and resources at the Mbo-I-Kamiti Farmers Company.  In the same month, Telkom workers had 
also been retrenched a year earlier had also been arrested and remanded in prison for peacefully 
demonstrating to demand their terminal dues. 

Despite the ban, more than 50 Kengo and BLM members marched to City Hall and presented a 
memorandum to Mr. John Gakuo, the Town Clerk of Nairobi. The memorandum demanded that 
action be taken to immediately stop City Council guards from arbitrarily arresting innocent 
Kenyans and charging them under unjust draconian city by-laws.

Another memorandum was presented to the Attorney General demanding an immediate stop to 
the unlawful prosecution of Kenyans on charges of “unlawful assembly” despite a constitutional 
guarantee to freedom of assembly. KENGO acknowledges the presence of Carmel Mbaya, of 
CADTM in the Democratic Republic of Congo at the demonstration.

In addition, successful demonstrations in support of the protest actions were held in France and 
in South Africa where Kenyan embassies were presented with memorandum demanding that the 
government stops the concerted effort to repress people’s movements. NoVox8, organized the 
demonstration held outside Kenya’s embassy in Paris, France. The petition presented to the 
representative of the Kenyan Embassy was signed by 13 organizations in France, Japan, and 
Brazil. The protestors demanded:

1. That all charges preferred against members of BLM, Telkom Kenya workers and Mbo-I-
Kamiti farmers be dropped immediately and unconditionally.

2. That the government halt, immediately, the calculated repression of social movements 
like the BLM in Kenya.

3. That the government of Kenya respects the constitutional guarantee to the right of 
assembly, association, expression, freedom of conscience and the right to demonstrate 
and petition authorities.

March 22, 2007
MAKUTANO, MUTITHI LOCATION, MWEA CONSTITUENCY9

Over 50 groups from Mutithi Location converging in Makutano, Mwea had invited KENGO to 
participate in the day-long meeting. KENGO was invited to give a detailed presentation of its 

8 NoVox is the international network of “have-nots” struggles. The network comprises member groups in France 
(14), India (1), Japan (8), Brazil (3), Portugal (2), Belgium (1), Guyane (1) and Mali (3). People’s Parliament and 
KENGO of Kenya are interested in the NoVox network.
9 Located about 120 Kilometers from Nairobi, Mwea constituency is a part of Kirinyaga District in Central 
Province. The constituency forms Kenya’s rice-basket, with more than 70% of Kenya’s rice being grown in the 
area. More than 90% of area residents are involved in agricultural enterprise, with over 80% being in rice 
farming. Makutano, the venue of the meeting, is located at the border of Mwea and Gachoka constituencies.
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vision, mission, objectives, aims, activities and programs. Participating groups were interested in 
forming a KENGO network in the area.

Accompanying KENGO representatives to the meeting, Mr. Carmel Mbaya of Committee for 
the Abolition of Third World Debt (CADTM) in the D. R. Congo took advantage of the 
gathering to introduce CADTM, make a presentation on international debt and the campaign for 
debt cancellation and lead a discussion on the debt issue. Mr. Mbaya talked about the impact of 
the heavy debt burden to developing countries and what cancellation would do to the alleviation 
or eradication of poverty in Africa. 

The participants were interested in the debt cancellation campaign, but confessed that they were 
hearing about it for the first time. It was agreed, therefore, that KENGO would work on 
organizing another meeting where debt would be dealt with more comprehensively. Ms. Mukami 
wa Nyambura and Mr. Muriuki of Cresma were mandated to coordinate the effort and inform 
KENGO when arrangements were finalized.

Wangui Mbatia of KENGO gave a detailed presentation about KENGO and its strife to spread 
its programs and activities throughout the country. She informed participating groups that it was 
through groups such as theirs that KENGO would network, collaborate and expand to reach 
more Kenyans. The groups were enthusiastically receptive to the idea of being part of the 
KENGO network, leading to the formation of the Mwea KENGO Coordinating Committee. It 
was agreed by all members that KENGO take up an offer by Cresma, one of the CBOs in the 
meeting, to host KENGO’s offices. 

During the meeting various issues emerged for discussion and action. 

With respect to funding projects and initiatives, members were keen to know where, when and 
how applications to were made. Mr. Joram Otieno, the Youth Officer, Mwea Division made a 
comprehensive presentation on the Youth Enterprise Fund10. Mr. Muriuki, the Executive Director 
of Christian Resources Management (Cresma) made a presentation about other available sources 
of funds including the Cottage Industries Fund of the World Bank, Agoa Marketing fund of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, and the White Fire Briquettes. Ms. Wangui Mbatia informed the 
group about the Njaa Marufuku Kenya of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Poverty 
Eradication Commission funds.

Land emerged as a major problem in the area. 80% of area residents are tenants on government 
land with the little available community land in the hands of a few influential people who had 
illegally been allocated the land. Specific complaints were raised about the Rukanga Youth land 
alienated in 1979 and sold to individuals and churches instead of being allocated to area youth as 
planned. 20 acres of Muriuko were also illegally sold, as were other pieces of land in Ngariama. 

As a result of prevalent landlessness, most farmers in the area have to lease land or offer casual 
labour to the landlords to survive. Market for farm produce was found to be limited, with most 
farmers not being able to sell their produce after harvest. 

Other issues raised related to education where the poor distribution of bursary funds was decried, 
water laws that restricted access to irrigation water, lack of electricity and insecurity, with the 
local regular and administration police being accused of corruption and miscarriage of justice.

10 The Youth Enterprise Fund is an initiative of the Kenya government aimed at providing Kenyans aged between 
18 and 35 years with an easy access to credit for economic enterprises.
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It was agreed that a committee be set up from the members present that would work actively to 
address the issues. It was further agreed that the committee report on its activities to KENGO.
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